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2 Tim. iv. 6. 
THE TIME OF MY DEPARTURE IS AT HAN B. 


wouzd in the moſt reſpectful manner propoſe to 
dis aſſembly, a queſtion which our Lord once ad- 
dreſſed to the multitude; Vat went ye out for to ſee? 
In this numerous throng, it may be ſuſpected that there 
are perſons come hither, merely to hear what may be 
faid concerning a frail, imperfect miniſter -a man of 
like paſſions with ourſelves; others to pay the laſt 
token of reſpectful attachment to a man of God 

they loved; but there are nobler ends than theſe 
to be propoſed in our meeting together—the mo- 
ments ſacred to devotion ſhould be employed in 
learning how we may ſafely and comfortably paſs the 
important hour of death, 

The venerable Paul, in the context before us, en- 
courages Timothy to faithfulneſs and diligence in the 
work. of the ſacred miniſtry; and our text ſtands among 
the motives by which he enforces his advice; the tim 
of my departure is at hand—as though he had faid, Do 
all you can to promote the glory of God, and the ho- 


This diſcourſe is ſomewhat enlarged, in two or three places, 
fince it was ſirſt preached, | 


Nour 


\ 
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nour of Chriſt, for I muſt ſoon leave the chk and 
the world. His mind ſeems to have been compoſed; 
he was not unwilling to think of the ſolemn period, 
but contemplates it with heart-felt joy: happy, happy 
they, who, under the influence of divine grace, ſo far 
as differing circumſtances will admit, are adopting his 
languages with correſponding ſentiments nt bliſsful gra- 
titude. 

Of late, the miniſters of Chriſt have been flocking * 
to the grave; and among them, How are the MicuTY 
fallen! Another of the LaBOURERASs is gone — gone to 
his long home — there he is at reſt. O that our attempt 
to improve the diſpenſation may be conſecrated by the 
divine Spirit, and made the © PI 5 NS 
felicity to many ſouls. 

We will not burden your minds, 8 with 
numberlefs diſtributions of our text, but requeſt 3 
attention to two only. £40 


I. Let us conſider the death of Paul, and of other 
good men, under the repreſentation here given of it, a 
„ ee departure af hand; and then in the 

II. Place, collect thoſe leſſons — the _ e 
it is to beach us, N 1 
1. Let us cnflder the deith of Paul, and of other 
good men, under the repreſentation _ of it in our 
text —4 e coal 13 at . 


4 No lefs than four al among the Baptiſt have 3 re- 
moved: in about the courſe of one month. Our friend Mr. Ryland; 
Mr. Walker of Colnbrook; Mr. Utting of Claxton, im Norfolk; 
and Mr. Edward Trivett of Worficad, in the ſame county. 

Among 
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Among the ſeveral views which are given us in che 
Scripture of the death of good men, there are two or 
three highly deſcriptive of a quiet and eaſy paſſage from 
the regions of mortality. One is that of Sleep: Our 
friend Lazarus ſfleepeth. n that ſeep in n will God 
bring * 1 | 
„ They die in Jeſus, and are bleſs'd, 
10 How ſweet their flumbers are. Warrs. 


Dag perhaps, i is another. I will e ſayn 
the apoſtle Peter, that you may be able after my deceaſe, to 
have theſe things of which I write to you always in re- 
membrance. Peter uſes the ſame word here concerning 
his diſſolution, as Paul does when he is ſpeaking of the 
departing of the children of Iſrael out of Egypt -bis 
was a going forth from trouble and bondage, that would 
be an, exit from ſins and ſorrows. Nor is the repre- 
ſentation of death which our text gives us, leſs expreſ- 
ſive of a gentle diſmiſſion than either of the former. 
The wicked have reaſon to expect that they ſnall be 
driven away in their wickedneſs, as chaff before a whirl- 
wind; not ſo the righteous, their death is a ſerene de- 
parture, 

I do not perceive that the ſubſtantive + thus tranſ- 
hted in our text, occurs any where elſe in the New 
Teſtament, and the verb but ſeldom: it differs from 
the words which are commonly uſed to expreſs the 
ideas of withdrawing or going away, and ſuggeſts a 
removal or change of place, under the INI 
| 5 Pede. See Heb. xi. 22. and 2 Pet. i. 13. | 2 
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circumſtances. which are On" in te, following 
de, l uh 7 

1. The death of a good, man is 1 ö departure of a 

| raiſe from his chains *- onder 1 is the palace. When 

this epiſtle was ſent to Timothy,. Nero the Cruel was 
emperor, and Paul was a priſoner at Rome, in immi- 

nent danger of his life — thus he writes to his beloved 
ſon in the faith; Be not thou ofhamed of the teftimony of 

\| the Lord, nor of me bis priſoner —The Lord give mercy 

uno the houſe of Oneſipborus, for he oft refreſhed me, and 

= was not aſhamed of my chain.—T ſuffer trouble as an evil 
deer, even unto bonds. But, ſuffering man, who are 
you, and what evil have you done? I am a teacher of the 
Gentiles, among whom I preach-the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt, for which cauſe I ſuffer theſe things. But what - 
is the frame of your mind in this condition? Does the 

| Mafter you ſerve ſupport and make you happy? Yes; 

for though my external circumſtances are forrowful, yet 

I am always rejoicing; and the time of my releaſe is at 
hand, when all my perſecutions ſhall be at an end: 1 N 
ſhall no more be expelled out of the coaſts, as I was 
at Antioch; I ſhall no more be ſtoned at Iconium; no 
more be dragged through the ſtreets, and left for dead, 
as I was at Lyſtra f. The priſon no more, this chain 
no more; 7 am ready to be offered, but the moment my 
blood is poured out as a libation, I drop my fetters, 


* 


This ſenſe is given us by thoſe who tranſlate the verb paſſive. 4 
ly. Solvi ex vinculis. 

+ It ſeems natural to diſtinguiſh Antioch, Iconium, and Lyſtra, 
from other places where this illuſtrious ſufferer was perſecuted; be- 


cauſe he diſtinguiſhes them himſelf juſt e our text. See 2 Tim. 
u, 11. | 


and 


domum redire. Vid. PoLi SYNOP, &c. 
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-and am everlaftingly releaſed from priſon a palace 
awalts me, not Nero's; but the palace in the fłies. 
In the Apoſtle's deliverance, we behold 4 picture of 
your's, O diſtreſſed belfeber! The forrows of the 
wicked begin at death, Then your's ſhall end: the time Is 
not very diſtant, when you who are troubled on every 
fide, or perſecuted for ighreoufneſs fake, ſhall be 
troubled no more, perſecuted no mofe you mall no 
more be © tied and bound by the chain of your fins;” no 
more be immured in the priſon of ſenſuality, but be at 
once liberated both from fins and ſorrows; and though 
you do not obtain the diſtinguiſhed honour of martyr- 
dom in the ſervice of Chriſt, yet with the reſt of his 
faithful ſervants, you ſhall wear the crown of righteouſ- 
neſs; it is in i reſerve for all them that love his appear- 
ing. 

2. When holy men die, they depart as travellers 
from an im on the road, and return to their wiſhed-for 
home. The critics furniſh us with the firſt part of this 
particular *, and the New Teſtament with the ſecond: 
thus we read, That our bleſſed Redeemer exhorted 
his diſciples to be like unto men that wait for their 
Lord, when he ſhall relurn home from the wedding +. 
And indeed theſe repreſentations are ſuited to the cha- 
racter of ſaints; and the account which is given us of 
the heavenly ſtate. Holy men of old were pilgrims; 
and of this deſcription are believers now. You are not 
to remain in the deſert for ever; your continuance here 


A, i e. mutare diverſorium - migrare ex hoſpitio- et 


* Luke xii. 36. 
B 3 
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is like the ſtay of a traveller at an inn, where all are 
comparative ſtrangers to him; and which he enters, 
not intending to tarry, but when morning is come, to 
make the beſt of his way towards his journey's end, 
which he always keeps i in view—'tis home, Well might 
the man, who, returning from the toil of labour, i is bu- 
ried in the drifted ſnow, be deſcribed by a ſoul © flung 

with the thoughts of home;” which, however oft he 

enjoyed, he is never again to ſee: but our traveller 

turns his back on the afylum of the night, charmed with 
the thoughts of homes to him 


e eee 4 5 ate an 
Of love, of joy, of peace and plenty, whers, 
Supporting and ſupported, poliſhed friends, 
And dear relations, mingle into bliſs. 


This is a deſcription of an earthly reſidence; but, 
_Chriſtians, you have an home in the heavens; and may 


| fay, | 


There is my houſe and portion fair, 
My treafure and my heart'is there, 
And my abiding Home a 
For me my elder brethren ſtay, 
While angels beckon me away, 
And Jeſus bids me come. 


5 "WE a man, who had been delivered from fetters 

and priſon, introduced into a palace to behold its ſplen- 

dors, and for a few hours only to taſte the ſweets of it 

and be gone, never to enjoy the feaſt of princes again; 

he would have no very ſubſtantial reaſons for congra- 

tulating himſelf on his acquiſition of bliſs. I ſuppoſe 
| 4 — "OH 
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this caſe, Chriſtians, for the fake of calling your atten- 
tion to the ſuperior happineſs of your lot: when you 
depart, you aſcend to the palace on high... and that 
palace is your Home: the reſidence of the great King, 
ce where Jeſus. dwells,” is to be your perpetual abode. 
Now we viſit the courts, of, Zion; the moſt precious 
of her ſons have only a temporary reſidence in her, and 
many of them, in the order which the divine decree has 
fixed, are faſt leaving her manſions; but if we get ſafe 
to glory, we ſhall be pillars in the temple of our God, 
and go no more out. It is true, there is a dangerous 
river between this and the heavenly land and ſoon it 
will be faid, Hear, O Iſrael, thou art this day to paſs 
over Jordan. Do we * ſtart and ſhrink to croſs“ it? 
Many believers in Chriſt have done ſo; but let us re- 
collect that our dear Lord paſſed through this flood 
before us—not as a fingle perſon, but as the divine re- 
preſentative of all his redeemed family; in conſequence 
of which they ſhall go over it, every one of them, 
ſafely if not triumphantly—go over it as the Iſraclites 
went over Jordan, until they had all clean paſſed over. 

We are, at preſent, on the wilderneſs fide of it, and are 
not yet come to the reſt and the inheritance which the 
Lord our God giveth us; but in proſpect of what is 
beyond the river, on the banks of Canaan, let us lift 
up our heads, with ſacred joy. Who among us is indiſ- 

poſed to leave an inn on the road for our own peaceful 
| habitation? and who among the favourites of Jehovah 
ſhould be unwilling to finiſh their pilgrimage and go to 
their Father's houſe above? Are we never ſaying, 
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Here let the pilgrim's journey end, + 
Now, O my Saviour, brother, friend, 
| Receive me to thy breaſt? _ F 
| God forbid, that we ſhould, through fear of death, 
all our life time eontinue in bondage: does Chrift ſtand 
in no relation to us? has he done. nothing for us? was 
he not dead? and what is dying now? Is it a going into 
outer darkneſs, where there is weeping and ghaſhing of 
teeth? i is it a going into everlaſting deen in ta 
hy believer 1 in Chriſt, | 
Dying is but going Home.“ 


2 7 The departure of believers, at their death, may 'S 
illuſtrated by the conduct of the mariner who weighs 
anchor from the ſhore “, and ſets fail for a fair Haven, 
To this Paul, it ſeems, rf an alluſion in our text, and 
ſo he is to be underſtood when he uſes the word in his 
epiſtle to the Philippians t> having a deſire to depart, 
that is, 20 launch out into the ocean of eternity. 
The ſea- faring man quits his numerous friends, not 
without feeling; but how ready is he to fail if the deareſt 
friend he has in all the world is at the Port whither he 
is bound. The apoſtle deſired to quit the ſhore, and 
was reconciled to his departure from his friends 1 in the 
Church, not for the ſake of launching away, but be- 
"cauſe he had one friend in the celeſtial Haven infinitely 
i preferable to all his connexions on earth, He had a 


Arab, in propria ſignificatione eſt folvere, viz. en 
Lrian Crit. Sac, Videtur metaphora ſumpta a nautis, qui & 


portu migraturi dicuntur ſelvere. vas Pops SY xop, in Phil, i. 25. 
Scurrr, &c. &c, 


7 Phil, i 1. 23. 
deſire 
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gelire to depart that he might he irh Cbriſt. This | 
would make amends for all the pain of parting. 

The paſſions are ſeldom at any time more intereſted ' 
than when ſincere friends meet and part; but reli- 
gious friendſhips are of the nobleft kind. There are 
pleaſing meetings recorded in the Old Teſtament, and 
painful partings in the New. When Boaz went into 
the corn fields among his reapers, his ſalutation was 
calculated to leſſen the toils of the day—the Lord be 
<vith you, ſaid the maſter to his men; and they replied, 
the Lord bleſs thee. What a pleaſing meeting was this! 
Were the various ranks in life daily to copy this ex- 
ample, the wilderneſs would bloſſom like the roſe, and 
Eden be enjoyed again, What a melting ſcene is ex- 
hibited in the meeting of Joſeph and his brethren! the 
pains and pleaſures of it are our awn while we read the 
ſtory. But the New Teſtament exhibits very tender 
partings. When Paul was parted from his friends, it 
was. a weeping day.” At Miletus he ſent for the elders 
of the church of Epheſus, gaye them a folemn charge, 
and kneeled down and prayed with them all—they all 
wept ſore, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed him, ſor- 
Towing moſt of all for the words which he ſpake that 
they ſhould ſee his face no more. Did they all weep, 
and he not feel the pain of parting? When the brethren - 
at Cæſarea intreated him not to g0 up to Jeruſalem in 
the face of danger, he could not bear to ſee their tears 
mingled with their intreaties; for them to weep was to 
break his heart *. But the difference between theſe 
ſeparations and this in the text is very diſcernible; in 


the 


10 *; A// FUNERAL SERMON - 


the former he parted only from ſome of his friends, i ns 

ſmall diſtri; but in the latter, he leaves every one he has 
on the globe. And how muſt this departure have af- 

fected his mind? Was it nothing to him, think you, to 
| be ſeparated from all the ſaints on earth? The moſt ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility appears in his boſom I am in a ſtrait, 
fad he, betwixt two; between my Connexions on carth 
and my connexions in glory—0 the conflict of my 
paſſions! but on the whole I feel myſelf borne away, 
delightfully impelled to launch out, and 70 be with Chriſt, 
1n compariſon with whom there is none on earth or in 
heaven, that I defire—this is better, yea inexpreſſibly 
better, than any thing Jever yet have experienced. In- 
deed there was a time when Paul's oration extorted this 
confeſſion from Agrippa, before the whole court, thou 
almoſt perſuadęſt me to be a Chriſtian: the honours of this 
day were never to be forgotten; but there was ſome- 
thing far better—to enjoy the plaudit of his adorable 
Redeemer in the preſence of all the Saints and Angels in 
heaven. Once, at Lyſtra, when the cripple was healed, 
by the ſpeaking of a word, the prieſt of Jupiter and the 
people of the city were about to ſacrifice to Paul and 
his companion; they faid, tbe Gods are come down to us 
in the likeneſs of men, and with difficulty were they re- 
ftrained from the performance of the idolatrous deed; 
but it was far better to be glorified with Chriſt in hea- 
ven than to be deified by men upon earth. Another 
very remakable part of his hiſtory ſtates that he was 
caught up into the third heavens, and was near enough 
the celeſtial worſhippers, to hear things unutterable by 


7 mortal tongues; bur far better to be an active, admiring, 
adoring, 
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adoring, cin i joining in the buſineſs and Partaking of 
the bleſſedneſs of the heavenly world one day, than 
merely to be a liſtening ſeraph for ages, Would it ſa- 
tisfy you, my brother, to be wafted to the portals of 

glory, if you were not admitted as one of the reſiden- 
tiary inhabitants of the city? do you not long, with 
expanded ſails, under a propitious gale, to have an abun- 
dant entrance into the e e to be with 
Chriſt? 1 28 | 3 


«© Sweet Fields 8 the fralling flood 1 

Stand dreſs'd in living green 47 tf 

But tim'rous mortals ſtart and ſhrink 12 
To croſs this narrow ſea, | „ 

And linger, ſhiv'ring on the brink, 
And fear to launch away.“ 


Are you of this number? O dat I could acai 
each timorous faint, in proſpect of death and glory! 
Hark! Jeſus Chriſt ſays, I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and behold ] am alive for FO Wear, to take care of 
my Tn, 22 if ſo, 


. 1 up, my friend, 
. and break through the ſtormy brine 
With ſteady prow; know, we ſhall once arrive 
At the fair Haven of eternal bliGs, | 
To which we ever ſteer . 
There let my narrow plank ſhift me to land 
And I'll be happy. Warrs' 8 e 


4. The death of che ſaint is a departure of one part 
of the man from the other part of himſelf— the ſoul 


from the body. The Apoſtle is here ſpeaking of a 
diſſolution. 
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diffotution . Heath is not the deſtruction 61 eitkker the 
body or the foul, but it i is a diſſolving the bnion which 
fubliſted between them. The two conſtituent parts of 
man are nôt to lie down together in the doft, The 
Apoſtle, when he wrote his firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, ſays, that he Was verily abjent in Boch from them; 
and as really are our ſouls and bodies to be abſent from 
each other by death; but the very day the renewed ſoul 
is diſunited from the body it ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord in Paradiſe: this the author of our text anticipat- 
ed. And muſt not cur immortal parts be diſlodged from 
their tenements of clay, and duſt return to duſt? But 
who can meditate on the Aifuniting, ſtroke without ſo- 
Jen awe? 25 | 


* 


And muſt this body die? 
This mortal frame decay? 11-56 
And muſt rhefe active limbs of mine 
8 Lie mould ring in the clay? 


To all theſe queſtions one ſcripture is a ſufficient 
anſwer —it is appointed unto men once to die: yon coral | 
lips muſt turn pale; that blooming countenance will 
loſe its charms; and the ſparkling eye become a gloomy 
orb, rolling in death: the hands and feet will be colder 
than we ever felt them yet; and the animal fune 
tions, all of them, be ſuſpended and entirely ceaſe, 
We muſt go the way of all the earth; but let the faints 


comfort one another with theſe words, Abſent from the 
body, preſent with the Lord. 


Arab fi gnificat e oc 4 /olutionem, 1 com 1 
gti alicufus. Pol 1 SYNor. in Phil. i, 23, 


| 3 Now 
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Now this kind of departure che Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
as at — In his confinement, circumſtances con· 
ſpired to make. him think of martyrdom; and, | perhaps, 
he might have ſome | intimation of the manner in which 
he was to die by immediate revelation. When he ſays 
his departure was at hand, he ſeems to intimate, Fi 25 
that it could not be very far diſtant. Secondly, that it 
Was, probably, very near. Thirdly, that it was abſo= 


lutely certain. 


We only mention theſe things now, in paſſing; auf. | 


trate them yourſelves. We hope to recollect ſome of 


chem under our next head of diſcourſe; but before we 


enter on it, let us remove a miſapprehenſion. | 


Does any one ſay, it may well be ſuſpected that the 
text is the language of timidity, expreſſed at a time 


when the man and his heroiſm were ſeparated; when 
fear was painting fiction, in the anticipation of gloomy 
ſcenes which ſuturity has never exhibited? If this be 


the voice of an objector, I reply, that it 1s pretty evi- 
dent, ſuſpicion, and miſtake are once more companions. - 
Our Apoſtle was never a coward; but he was a martyr. , 


The faithful page of hiſtory aſſures us, ce that he Wag. 


beheaded at Aquæ Salviæ, three miles from Rome 


that in the way to execution, he was the inſtrument of 
converting three of the ſoldiers to whoſe cuſtody he 


was committed; and who, within a few days aſter, be- 
came martyrs themſelves for the faith that this glo- 
rious confeſſor gave his head to the fatal ſtroke with 
the greateſt cheerfulneſs; and that he was buried in the 
Via Oſtenſis, about two miles from Rome, where Con- 
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If ſtantine the Great erected a church to bis memory, 
= A. D. 318“. 
| Nor is our text any more cxpreſiive of ſorrow and 
grief, than of fear and cowardice. What imaginable 
rreeaſon for lamentation can be gathered from Paul's caſe, 
=. or from his manner of ſtating it? The Apoſtle was 
1 = about to depart, as one who had been a priſoner, to a 
. palace; as a traveller from an inn to his home; as a 
Wo 
[ if mariner from the ſhore of an undeſirable region, to an 
| | infinitely better country —in a word, he was juſt on the 


2 2 pope 
————ͤ—ͤ— — 


2 — 


| + eve of being delivered from every thing that could be 

afffictive to him, and of poſſeſſing all the felicities his 
foul could poſſibly wiſh—for him to be abſent from 
the body, was to be preſent with the Lord. Was there 
any thing diſtreſſing in this? Were not theſe the bleſ- 
fings for which he moſt intenſely longed? We are to- 
tally unacquainted with his hiſtory, unleſs we are pre- 

pared to anſwer this laſt interrogation in the affirmative, 
The whole Scripture is deſtitute of joyful and extatic 
ftrains, if the verſe in which we find our text is the lan- 
guage of ſorrow. Is he here ſorrowing, becauſe the good 
fight was fought? Becauſe he had finiſhed his race and 
kept the faith? Ot was he diſtreſſed, becauſe there was 
a crown of righteouſneſs laid up for him, which he was 
aſſured the Lord, the righteous Judge, would give him? 
No: you are certain that theſe things were the ſources 
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* This quotation is made partly from a note of Dr. Doddridge, 
on Acts xxviii. 31, and partly from Dr. Cave's Life of Paul; from 
which, indeed, Dr. Doddridge ſeems to have extracted his accgunt 


of the cloſing part of our Apoſtle s hiſtory, 
of 
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of his felicity; and that his language on this occaſion is 
mingled reaſon and rapture—believing, he rejoices 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. And I am free 
to declare, that it ſeems impoſſible to wiſh for my own 
ſoul and your's, living and dying, an higher bliſs, a. 
greater portion of heaven on earth, than the Apoſtle 
felt through his whole man, when he expreſſed the ſen- 
timents which are imboſomed in our text. Let us 
now, | 


II. Attempt to deduce ſuch practical leſſons from 


the ſubject as it is. adapted to teach us. 
I. If we muſt certainly die and leave the world 
ſhould not this teach us 40 moderate our joys and for- 


roms reſpecting all terreſtrial things? The decree which 


preordained the diſſolution of the human race, hath at 
once ſhortened the ſeaſon of our enjoyments, and limited 
the duration of our ſorrows; nor is it poſſible atten- 
tively to liſten to our text; and not hear the voice of 
caution and comfort reſpecting them. In the ſunſhine, 


when riches, and fame, and pleaſure pay their court to 


us, it admoniſhes us that all theſe are vanity; and under 
trouble it ſoothing ſays, Do not refuſe to be comforted, 
your vexations ſhall have an end, Proſperity and ad- 
verſity mingle themſelves in the varied lot of mortals; 
the former is a noon tide often followed by evening, 
and the latter a night to which, for God's people, a 

Joyful, a triumphant morning ſhall ſucceed. Had the 


divine Being appointed the preſent for our everlaſting 


fate of exiſtence, we might have been prepared to ex- 


cuſe the man who Treats his houſe as an home, his 
earthly 
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16 A FUNERAL SERMON 
earthly enjoyments as a poſſeſſion, and makes All his ar- 


rangements with a view to the centuries of an immea- 


ſurable futurity—then we might have eſtimated our 
296 of inferior good, by the countleſs years in which we 
were deprived of it, and our gain by the interminable 
ages through which we might have enjoyed it—in that 


. Caſe it would have been natural to have given a bolder 


accent to our ſorrows, and in this to our ſongs; but as 
the time of our departure, from the pleaſures and pains 
of this life, is at hand, the mournful dirge ſhould be 


ſhortened; and our requiem, which is frequently inju- 


rious, and ſometimes fatal, ſhould never be ſung but 
with ſadneſs; unleſs, when under the peculiar influ- 
ences of the divine Spirit, the paſſions of the ſoul, in full 
concert, unite to celebrate, with the magnitude of his 
gifts, the undeſerved beneficence of the giver. And 
indeed this is the improvement which our Apoſtle him- 
ſelf makes of our ſubject in another of his epiſtles.* : 
Brethren, ſays he, the time is ſhort: What then, inſpired 
teacher? Why it remaineth, as a juſt conſequence from 
the premiſes, that they who weep, weep as though they 
wept not, and they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not 
and they that buy as though they poſſeſſed not; and they 
that uſe this world as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this 
world paſſeth away. And can there be any leſſon more 


plainly taught by the brevity of human life than this ? 


Do we not daily perceive the connexion there is be- 
tween our realizing this ſubject and our detachment 
from ſublunary things? When we are forgetful of death 
and eternity our ſouls cleave to the duſt, and we pur- 


* 1 Cor. vii. 2931. 
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ſue FR ſame objects as the men who have their portion | 


in this life; but when we duly recollect that in a few 


days we ſhall be no more here; that next Lord's day 


our funeral diſcourſe may be preached; that we may 
this evening put on our night cap and die,” we are 
ready to ſay with the evangelical Erſkine 4p 


- 
1 


Down with diſdain earth's pomp I thruſt, 
Bid tempting wealth—away ! 

Heaven is not made of yellow duſt, | 
Nor bliſs of | ge ng clay: — 


Or with the more poctical Watts, 


There's nothing round this ſpacious earth 
That ſuits my large deſire; 

To boundleſs joy and ſolid mirth, 
My nobler thoughts aſpire. 


_ Under the influence of theſe 2 it is compari- 
tively unimportant to me whether I am rich or poor; 
whether I endure the frowns or meet the ſmiles of my 
fellow creatures: earthly bliſs loſes half its attraction 


from the uncertainty of its tenure, and my afflictions are 


light, becauſe they are but for a moment, Let us then, 
hold our enjoyments with a looſe hand, nor furrow. 
our cheeks with © trickling ſorrows:“ the generations 
which are gone have told us that © weeping ſhould not 
hinder ſowing ;” and our beſt friend has aſſured us that 
the ſaints who ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy. 

2. If the time of our departure is at hand, is it not 
proper for us 10 look, back. and enquire how we have. 
filled the lations we are about to leave? There is a 


portion of ſervice allotted to every man in his day, and 
-- +0 | to 
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to the honour of David it is recorded, that after be had 
ferved bis own generation, by the will of God, he fell on 
fleep *. Have we done ours, or any conſiderable part 

of it? Should we not perform the proper duties of one 
ſtation before we enter upon another? Seriouſly to in- 
veſtigate this matter is the indiſpenſable duty of thoſe 
who preach the goſpel; it is alſo highly becoming pri- 
vate Chriſtians, nor is there an individual preſent who 


ſhould 7 en ts 4 I pray you, have me ex- 
cuſed. 


Did we, who profes to be the miniſters of Crip, al- 
ways attend to the duties of our ſtation, believing with 
the heart the important truth contained in the text, 
how ſhould we ſtudy, and live, and preach, and pray! 
Do we fill the poſt of duty in which our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt has placed us, as men of God, with a ſpirit ex- 
actly like, or very near akin to that which animated 
and ornamented the ſervices of apoſtolic ambaſſadors ? 
Can we ſay, that we have not ſhunned to declare all the 
counſel of God, ſo far as we have known it? That we 
have ſteadily aimed at the eternal advantage of thoſe 
committed to our care, and not at preſent, empty, ap- 
plauſe? In a word, have we watched for their ſouls, as 
they that muſt give account? 

Join your miniſters, my fellow Chriſtians, in review- 
ing the paſt: As a neighbour among neighbours, has 

your light ſo ſhone before them, that ſeeing your good 

| works, they may glorify your Father who is in heaven? 
Are you a ſervant? has the man you ferve reafon tö 
ſay to you, as Laban did concerning Jacob, I have 
5 Acts xiii. 36. E 


learned, 
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tearned, by experience, that the Lord hath bleſſed me for thy 
ſake? Or are you at the head of a family? do you walk 
within your houſe with a perfact heart? Some of you 
have a name and à place in the houſe of God; what good 
have you done there? have you ever intended to do 
any, and done it? what was it? Are you a bleſſing to 
your miniſter, and to the little ſacred circle in which 
you move? Were he to give you 4 letter of recom- 
mendation to a diſtant church, would it be proper for 
him to inſert ſuch words in it, as Paul did in his com- 
mendation of one of old, This perſon b4th been a ſur- 
courer of Many, and of MysELF alſo *? Wherein have 
you ſuccoured your paſtor or the people? Or were 
Chriſt, the great Head of the church, to write your 
| hiſtory, could theſe words concerning you be inſerted 
in it, Hz hath done, or SRE hath done what ſbe could? 

Many in this audience, I fear, are not Chriſtians, 
but they belong to the race of man; as. ſuch T addreſs 
them. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? Men 
ought always to pray and not to faint . But have you 
done what God * of you, as you ought to have 
done? 
O let me beſeech ſaints and POP to enter on theſe 
ſolemm enquiries; for you are ſoon to quit your reſpec- 
tive ſtations. I am the more diſpoſed to recommend 
and urge this duty, becauſe our Apoſtle ſets us a ſtriking 
example of it, in the verſe from which we have ſelected 


„Rom. xvi, 2. + Mic. vi. 83. 1 Luke xvii. . 
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our text. While he contemplates the time of his de- 
parture as at hand, he alfo reviews his lite and labours. 
He looks. back—on the. characters he had ſuſtained: 
he recollects that he had aſſumed the ſoldier, the racer, 
and the depoſitary: but was his conduct in harmony with 
his characters? had he done any thing for Chriſt? In the 
field of battle he ſays, 1 have fought the good ſigbi; on the 
ſtadium, I have finiſhed my race; and in the poſt of a de- 
poſitary, I have k t the faith; yea, in another ſcripture, 
he ſays, I laboured oßg ubundantiy than all the Apoſtles. 
This is the language of fact, not of vanity. - The inde- 
fatigable man is not in theſe paſſages hanging up a tro- 
phy to diſplay human merit, but erecting a. pillar which 
ſhall illuſtrate and magnify the free undeſerved favour 
of Jehovah; for one of the lines which, moſt deeply in- | 
ſcribes the honourable toil runs thus; yet net 7; his heart 
diſdained the thought of arrogating the glory to him- 
ſelf; not Fs but the GRACE or GoD which was with me. 
Conſider the man who had been victorious in fight 
ſucceſsful i in running, — and faithful to his truſt, as ſpeak- 
ing out of the abundance of an humble, a grateful 
heart, and as leaving an example of diligence to Ti- 
mothy, and indeed to all other ſervants be; Chriſt, and 
then you underſtand his meaning, and do him juſtice. 
And now, if we have attempted any thing for God, 
in the places where he has fixed the bounds of our ha- 
bitations, let xs alſo lay the honour of it, as we ought, 
at the feet of ſovereign and diſtinguiſhing grace, to 
which we ſhall for ever be indebted: but inſtead of dwell- 
ing on the little, the very little we have done, it may 
be more proper for us, under a humble conviction of 
| our 
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our inadtivity and barrenneſs, to drop a tear and diſmiſs 


this 4 with a ſigh. 5 . 


. If we are about to depart hence, let us Wy Our - 
pos where ebe are going. It would, perhaps, ſome» 
what alleviate the ſorrows of the poor, miſerable, half 
diſtracted Africans, when torn away by bloody hands 
from their native ſhores, if they knew where they 
were going, and had full aſſurance of enjoying all 
the advantages of a better country. My foul, thou. 
muſt depart, but whither goeſt thou?—To heaven? 
O that is a lan which flows with milk and honey; the 
eyes of the Lord are always upon it—no night there 
no pain—no curſe—no death there,—The inhabitants 
ſhall not lack any thing in it—all of them are perfectly 
holy, and therefore perfectly happy. O, my ſoul, art 
thou going thither? , , . But in the future ſtate, there 
is a lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone, Ago- 
nizing myriads welter in woe, Hear their groan! 
We are tormented in this flame! They gnaw their tongues 
20ith pain; their damnation is attended with deſpair. 
The ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever. 
Who can conceive the anguiſh of loſt ſouls—never, no 
never to have an end? O what a difference, fellow 
mortals, fellow immortals, is there between everlaſting 
joys and everlaſting ſorrows! Some of the {ons of men 
are already © at hell's dark door“; others are riding 
at anchor juſt off the fair havens) and next tide they 
have an abundant entrance. But whither goeſt Du? 
Whither goeſt thou, young man?—and thou in the 
midft of Fihy days and thou whoſe © cheeks are fur- 


| Dr. Watts's Hymn, 
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rowed with grey?” You ſay, © to heaven,—I hope to 
be ſaved. Are you ſure you are going there; quite 
ſure? Haye you never any fear concerning it? Is it 
not poſlible that you are deceived? In caſe you are, 
how tremendous the deception! how irreparable your 
loſs! You ſay, “ I have been a good ne\ghbeury 1 
have kept my church, or gone to meeting; and you 
add, © I have made my peace with God.“ You made 
your peage with God !-—Q aſtoniſhing ignorance! There 
is an intention among the Baptiſts, of encouraging a 
foreign miſſion among the heathen; may it be crowned 
with the ſmile of Heaven] what object can poſſibly 
deſerve more attention? But, brethren, what mul- | 
titudes of heathen are there at home! Here are Bri- 
tannic Hottentots who talk of making their peace with 
God, at the very time they diſregard the facrifice of 
our Lord, O ſinner, liſten to the voice of Scripture, 
the voice of friendſhip! it ſays, By the deeds of the law 
there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in the fight of God, Chriſt 
has made peace for his people, through the blood of his 
Croſs; neither is there ſatvation in any other, for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
mußt be ſaved, Do not deceive yourſelf into a belief that 
heaven 1s Yours, Old Mr, Dod tells you that cc many 
_ perſons are like a man who going by a fine houſe ſays, 
This houſe belongs to ſome perſon, therefore it belongs 
to me,” Indeed there remaineth à reſt, but not for 
every ſon and daughter of Adam; it is in reſerve, only 
for the people of God, This truth, which, one ſhould 
think, it does not require any very great diſcernment to 
admit, was once ſimply told on the walks of diſſipation 
at 
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at Bath An half witted man, with whom the nobility 
and gentry ſometimes amuſed themſelves, ſaw on the 
parade the famous tragedian * &. In the pleni- 
tude of his ſurpriſe he burſt out, © Ah, Mr. G—, I 
am glad to ſee you, I thought you had been in heaven 
before now,” G——, who, it ſeems, could be great 
with the mighty, and little with the mean, aſked him 
what Heaven was? To which the ſimple creature replied, 
Heaven is a prepared place, for a prepared people.” 
What could he have ſaid more? The work of Chriſt is 
cordially embraced, and the work of the Spirit really 
experienced by every one of the truly prepared. Are 
we of the number? | 

4. Is the time of our departure a? hand? ought we 
not then to pay an immediate attention to the concerns 
of our ſouls and eternity? Among the numberleſs 
proofs, which are given of our depravity, we muſt, now 
and then at leaſt, have had occaſion to diſtinguiſh one 
the putting our felicity far from us, The language 
of religion, which reaſon muſt approve, is, To-day, if 
ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation, You 
are all welcome to go and aſk for holineſs and happi- 
neſs, for Chriſt, for grace, and glory: if there be any 
one of you who is unwelcome, I know nothing of him— 
you are all welcome, but I fear all of you are not will- 
ing. May this be a day of divine power when omni- 
potent grace may enrol you with the willing! Are not 

* I never ſaw Mr. Garrick, nor a play in my life; but who can 
think of him without dropping a tear over the proſtitution of fine 
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the greater part of you either totally unconcerned ab6ur a 
the one thing needful, or putting off the meſſengers of 

mercy with the excuſe Felix made to Paul? Go thy 
way for this time; and when I have a convenient oppor- 
tunity I will call for thee. What! is it inconvenient now 
to liſten to the men who ſhew-unto you the way of ſal- 
vation? are you ſure you ſhall have another day to hear 
them? You have acted for a number of years as though 
it had been inconvenient, and is it fo ſtill? is it inconve- 
nient to walk in the pleaſant ways of wiſdom, to aſk for 
the pardon of your ſins, the ſanctification of your natures, 
and the falvation of your ſouls? Is this inconvenient? | 
If it be really inconvenient you muſt be ahle to give 
fome. reaſon why it is ſo. Can you mention any one? I 
aſk but for ove. Give me any one good reaſon why it 
is inconvenient for you to be holy, to be like God: tell 
bim, on your knees, why it is inconvenient to be ſafe and 
happy, unſpeakably happy, in time and eternity. What 
reaſon can you give for this? I can deviſe but one— 
it is not a reaſon, it is a ſophiſm, a falſchood, a fallacy 
for which there is not a name—if you have any reaſon 
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for your conduct it is this, GREAT GoD, IT 1s CONVE- 
NIENT TO BE MISERABLE; fin is preferable to holineſs, 
ſorrow is preferable to everlaſting joy. This is the 
reaſon, if it be a reaſon. But who dare utter this in 
the preſence of God? who will confirm it in the regions 
of wo? The rich man wiſhed. not for holineſs, but does 
Dives ſay it would be inconvenient to be as happy as 
Lazarus? Does he not ſay, Send to my five brethren, 
left they alſo come into this place, this place of torment ? 
bring me a arcp of water? But, O loſt man, why do 
me Po you 
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you aſk for a drop of water in an ocean of fire? > He aſks 
for it 70 cool his parched tongue, but now aſks. in vain; the 
convenient time is gone—for G 

But if you cannot furniſh us with one good argu- 


ment to juſtify your former procraſtination, what have 


you to ſay concerning the preſent ? Death cannot be far 
diſtant from any of us; is it not very near to ſome in 
this aſſembly? It is Ar Hand; it may come upon you 
ſuddenly; in the inſtant, while we are ſpeaking of ity 
before my ſentence is finiſhed: however, it will arrive 
as certainly and unavoidably, as ever the pains of travail 
came upon the woman with child *. If this is true, then 
Tohatfoever thy hand jindeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wif- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou got. O that divine 
grace may enable you to take this advice—and to take 
it without delay. Here ſuffer me to mention a few 
lines, which one of our late miniſters + told me made 
a conſiderable impreſſion upon his juvenile mind: if I 
recollect rightly, he ſaid, they were mentioned to him 


* The word «0514 in our text is uſed in ſeveral other parts 
of the New Teſtament. In 1 Theſ. v. 3. Luke ii. 28. and elſe- 
where, it particularly ſuggeſts to us the ideas mentioned above, of 
that which may come on a /udden, in an i»/tant, but will certainly and 
unavoidably arrive: and though it is not eaſy to aſcertain how long 
the Apoltle lived after he penned our text, it will, I think, appear 
probable that he uſed the word in the ſenſe we have given, if it be 
duly conſidered, that he was not only ſenſible of his being expoſed 
to diſſolution in common with other men, but lived in expectation of 


martyrdom, of which apprehenſion there ſeem to be pretty evident 
4 


veſtiges in this epiſtle. 
The Rev. Mr. Macgowan. 
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by his father. We quote them, not for the fake of 
their poetry, to which they have no claim, any farther 
than they are highly charaCteriſtic—perhaps they will 
_ deſcribe you. Have not many of you often been re- 
ſolving to devote, at leaſt, ſome part of your time to 
God? and that you would, hereafter, attend to the 
concerns of your ſouls? but. , , , you ſaid it is too 
ſoon yet; I will turn from ſin, I will fly to Chriſt, 


T will, . . . To-MoRROW, that I will, 
I will be ſre to do it; 
©» Ta-morrow comes, to-morrow goes, 
8 And. i J am to do it; 
And thus repentance is de eferr'd, 
From one day to another, 
Until the day of death doth come, 
And Judgment | is the other. 


Do not the firſt of theſe hunky ſtrains exactly de- 
ſeribe you? Can you mention any lines which are more 
a copy of your heart? God grant that the four laſt of 
them may not be prophetic of your ſin, and portentous 
of your miſery. 

, Believers! ought you not at once to bi up and do- 
ing? ? Do you not, in 29h conſecrate the crimes which 
we have been expoſing? Have you no delays to mourn, 
no procraſtination to deplore? Have you not been re- 
ſolving and re- reſolving, to devote yourſelves entirely to 
the ſervice of God? But have you done it? Ven ſhall 
it once be? Is not the night far ſpent, and the day at hand? 
Let us therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs without de- 


lay, and let us put on the armour of light. 
5 . 1 : 
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[4 If the time of our departure is at hand, let us all _ 


moſt ſolemnly enquire, whether we are prepared for 
death and glory. Ye angelic viſitants, who crowd our 
earthly temples, and are miniſtering ſpirits to the heirs 
of ſalvation! witneſs one moment ſnatched from the wreck 
of time, and conſecrated by a hoſt of worſhippers, to 
the purpoſe of anſwering the moſt important of all 
queſtions—witneſs, ye celeſtial enyoys! while, as on 
the margin of the grave . . in proſpect of the final ſcru- 
tiny , . and as in the immediate preſence of the Judge 
whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, each mortal in the 
* puts it to himſelf, | 


AM I PREPARED ro pre? 


The PRAYERLESS, (O what will become of the pro- 
fane?) J am jealous, form a great part of this liſtening 
throng. You very ſeldom think at all about death; 
you endeavour to baniſh the thought from your bo- 
ſoms; and have never heartily begged of God, for 
Chriſt's ſake, to prepare you for it. You are enemies 
to Chriſt; but you hate him without a cauſe, Are you 
prepared for the world of ſpirits? 

Some perſons who have thought of going into ſtrange 
and foreign lands, have ſaid to themſelves, © Shall we 
be able to ſpeak the language of the country?” Can 
Dou, ſinners, ſpeak the language of Canaan? One of 
the ancients, when he was aſked, “ What is the lan- 
guage of heaven?” replied, “ Holy, holy, holy *.” So 
indeed the Seraphs cried, one unto another, in the 
temple below; and thus, veiled, all adoring, they wor- 


Po. * Iſaiah vi. 3. 8 
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he inſiſted. If the Maſter. conveyed a very inſtructive 
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ſhip above. But you cannot ſpeak this Wägwigs: 300 
neither admire nor adore the holy Father, the holy Son, 
nor the holy Spirit. You do not cordially approve of 
God as an finitely boly Being, nor of his holy law, nor 


his holy Goſpel. 
Wiſe men, in proſpect of removing to diſtant re- 


gions, have alſo enquired concerning the cuſtoms, the 


commerce, and enjoyments of the country whither they 
were going. Ah! ſinner, you would not like the cuſ- 
toms of the heavenly land, nor the buſineſs of it; though 


it all conſiſts in bleſſedneſs. You crucify the Sen of | 


God, as far as in you lies, and put him-to open ſhame 
but the celeſtial inhabitants crown him, and, in all 
the variety of ſong, exult, Worihy is the Lams that was 


Aain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
firength, and honour, and glory, and bilgſiung—thus they 


ſpend eternity. This employment, if you loved it, you 
might have a taſte of now; but you know you have the 
utmoſt averſion to it. Can you be prepared for eternal 
glory, who would not like the buſineſs of it for one 


moment ? | : 
If a diſcreet perſon were about to change his coun- 
try in @ few days, he would conſult himſelf whether 


every neceſſary preparation were made for his removal, 


Now what ſingle ſtep have you taken in proſpect of the 


journey from time into eternity? Surely a preparation 


for heaven is neceſſary. Do you not think it is? Let 
me mention another anecdote, even if I go out of my 
ufual method of preaching to do it. The beſt of teach- 
ers himſelf familiarly illuſtrated the ſubjects on which 


leſſon 


1 
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leſſon by the parable of a ol, the rich fool in the Goſ- 
pel, why may not the ſeryants copy his example? Rima 
Hall has done it— this is his relation — 
There was a certain nobleman who kept a fool, to 
whom he one day gave a ſtaff, with a charge to keep 
it till he ſnould meet with one who was a greater fool 
than himſelf: not many years after, the nobleman fell 
ſick, even unto death; the fool came to ſee him; his 
ſick Lord ſaid to him, I muſt ſhortly leave you: And 
whither are you going, ſaid the fool? Into another 
world, replied his Lordſhip: And when will you come 
again? Within.a month? No: Within a year? No: 
When then? Never: . . Never! faid the fool; and 
what proviſion haſt thou made for thy entertainment- 
there whither thou goeſt? None at all: No, ſaid the 
fool, none at all? Here, then, take my ſtaff; for with. 
all my folly, I am not guilty of any ſuch folly as this. 
PROFESSORS OF RELIGION !. ready or not ready? 
You ſay you were born of religious parents; but have 
you been born again? Your miniſters have often aſ- 
ſured you, that if a man die once before he is born 
twice, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. You ſay 
you have been baptized: What then! are there not 
ſprinkled millions around you who never were regene- 
rated. But you add, you have been immerſed in bap- 
tiſm: ſo was Simon Magus, after he profeſſed faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and yet he remained in the gall 
of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity—a monſter of wick- 
edneſs. You ſubjoin, that you believe the prime doc- 
trine of natural religion, the unity of God, and this 


fundamental article of revealed truth, the Godhead of 
2 our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Thou believeſt that there is ont 
God; thou doſt well; the devils alſo believe and tremble; 
and in the days of the incarnation of our Lord they 
made this juſt confeſſion to him, Thou art Chrift Tas 
Son or Gop. Do they not believe theſe and other 
truths as much as you? O hear James's intereſting 
queſtion! M bat doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
mam ſay he have doctrinal faith, and not works, can this 
faith ſave him? Do you yet reply, But we have ſuch 
an underſtanding of truth, that we rank-high and preach 
the Goſpel? So did Judas; yet he was not fit to die: 
He was called by Chriſt to the work of the miniſtry, but 
he was not renewed by the grace of the divine Spirit. 
How ſolemn is this declaration of our Lord! Many 
will ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
propheſied in thy name? and in thy name have caſt out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profeſs unto them, 1 never knew you: depart 
from me ye that work iniquity. 

Now let me turn from mere profeſſors to the pos- 
SESSORS OF religion. You have been born again, you 
are Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, and 
are covered with the robe of righteouſneſs. But though 
you have already a meetneſs of capacity, and a meetneſs 
of title for the inheritance of the ſaints in light, have 
you a meetneſs of frame for death and glory? Do you 
enjoy that very degree of ſpirituality and preparedneſs 
for the ſolemn change, with which you ſhould defire to 
die? Our moſteminent and uſeful divines havediſtinguiſh- 
ed between habitual and actual readineſs: in the former 
regeneration and juſtification are included; to the latter 

an 
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an high degree of internal ſanctification, and intimate 
communion with God, are abſolutely neceſſary: in pro- 
portion as we are made perfonally holy by the holy Spi- 
rit, and hold fellowſhip with God, we are aually pre- 
pared for our diſſolution and no farther. Peter was 
more prepared to die when he went out from the hall 
and wept bitterly over his denial of Chriſt, than while 
he was curſing and fwearing, and declaring by every 
thing ſacred, that he did not ſo much as know the man 
Chriſt Jeſus. From this ſtatement it will follow that 
there may be ſome among you to whom the Lord hath 
given grace, and will give glory, but who are not in the 
moſt deſirable ſenſe prepared for heaven. You are not 
walking fo cloſely with God as others have done, as 
many are now doing, and as you ought todo... 
The man who has left his firſt love=whoſe ſoul inor- 
dinately cleaves to the duſt ho is immoderately con- 
formed to the ſpirit and maxims of the world - ¶＋¼ 
does not aſpire after the heights of communion. with 
God—who cares but little for the honour of Chriſt— 
who likes to hear only of what he calls comforting doc- 
trines, and never of cautionary leſſons; of the wicked- 
neſs of the heart and not of growth in grace; of paſt 
experience 'ahd never of the preſent mortification of fin 
through the Spirit—the man who keeps himſelf from 
great uneaſineſs by a peradventure that he may be ſaved, 
without following hard after God, and an aſſurance of 
perſonal intereſt in divine things, which is attainable— 
who 1s feldom alone with God in private, ſeldom watch- 
ful and prayerful, but is frequently under the influence of 
his evil paſſions, and now and then ſecretly making pro- 

| 4 viſion 
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viſion for the. fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof; —in a word, 
he who is generally much captivated with this world, 
and more pleaſed with preparations for continuance in 
it, than with thoſe holy exerciſes, through which we are 
trained up for a removal out of it] ſay, the perſon of 
this deſcription, whatever conceſſions we make in his 
favour—even if he is a believer, he is xo, and methinks 
he knows that he is not, prepared for death. But who 
am I deſcribing? you came to hear the character of 

another, but probably you have heard your own. Back- 
ider! ſhould you like to die, at the vety time you an- 
ſwer to the worſt part of this deſcription? If Chriſt 
were 20w to call you hence, ſhould you be found of him 
in peace? would you not be aſhamed of bim at his coming ? 
Our Redeemer has ſomewhat againſt thee—hear his 
command, Repent and do thy firſt Works. O that this 
ſolemn ſervice may be the inſtrument of your taking 
the gracious advice! may the death of one be the more 
abundant life of others! then the deceaſe of our friend 
will be the funeral of our follies. 

Great, however, as the number is of hoſe who are 
not at all prepared to die, and though there are more 
than a few gracious perſons who are in a very unſuit- 
able frame for the hour of diſſolution; yet, to the honour | 
of divine grace, it muſt be acknowledged, that there are 
ſaints on earth, eminently holy, and who are ready to 
depart and to be with Chriſt in heaven.— | 

The man who has arranged his temporal affairs ac- 
,cording to the beſt of his abilities, is ſo far prepared to 
the: becauſe he has done what the Lord commanded 


Hezekiah to do, namely, to /et bis houſe in order: but 
J She ._ the 
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the prepared man's heart is in order. He is born again; 
hath paſſed from death to life; and loves the brethren 
of every name in all the world—he has taken refuge in 
the merit and ſacrifice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his 
All in All—je pays divine honour to the holy Spirit, 
and grieves at his grief —he loves the gates of Sion, 
longs for the day of worſhip many a day before it 
arrives; and cries with the Pſalmiſt, Ihen ſpall I come 
and appear before God?—he is ſpiritually minded, walks 
with God, and has an inward teſtimony that he pleaſes 
him.—Wiſdom's ways are pleaſantneſs to him, and all 
her paths are peace.—lIn the uſe of the means of grace, 

appointed for this purpoſe, he hath made his calling 
and election ſure; and hence it is no uncommon thing 
for him to ſay of his God, “He hath loved me with 
an everlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs hath 
he drawn me. The Redeemer has loved me, and 
given himſelf for me. I am confident of this very 
thing, that he who hath begun a good work 1n me, will 
perform it, until the day of Jeſus Chriſt — his religion 
does not exclude confeſſion of fin, and ſorrow on ac- 
count of it; he mourns, and ſhall be comforted: his 
conſcience is tender, and if he fall into fin, he 1s ready 
to break his heart: nothing will ſatisfy him as a guilty 
creature, but what ſatisfied divine juſtice; nor can he be 
happy as a defiled creature, but as he experiences the. 
ſanctifying energy of the holy Spirit—So far is he from 
making criminal allowances for his own imperfections 
and ſin, that he believes good men, in a pleaſing ſenſe, 
ſhould 20 anſwer to the deſcription Paul gives of 


them, Ye A come to the ſpirits of juſt men mads per- 
D felt; 
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feld; therefore, under a very deep ſenſe of his numerous 
defects, he is going on unto perfection; and is aiming at 
nothing leſs than ſinleſs perfection: he longs to get as 
pear as poſſible to it here, and the full expectation of 
enjoying it hereafter reconciles him to death and the 
grave: his heart gives emphaſis to theſe words, I halt 
be ſatisfied «when I awake with thy likeneſs —As he feel 
diſinclination to fin, oppoſes it, groans under it, defires 
to abſtain from the appearance of it, to be delivered 
from the being of it, and hates it exceedingly; ſo he 
can thus appeal to Chriſt, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, 
thou knoweſt that I love thee: his rejoicing is this, the 
teſtimony of his conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, he has his converſation in the world and in the 
church; yea, believing, he ſometimes rejoices with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory—to this man the divine 
commandments are not grievous: it is his meat and his 
drink to do the will of his heavenly Father: he delights 
in the law of the Lord, after the inward man: his heart 
and his life join with the Puritans, who, in better days, 
ſaid, that © free grace requires full. duty:“ he exer- 
cCiſes himſelf, to have a conſcience void of offence to- 5 
wards God and towards man; and as much as in him 
lieth, defires to live peaceably with all men; and when 
he has endeavoured to do all that Chriſt requires of 
him, this is the humble, the ſincere acknowledgment 
of his heart, J am an unprofitable ſervant.— Thus he 
grows in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: it would be a crime for him to 
ſay, O that I were as in months paſt; for it is better 
25 8 = with 
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with him now in religion than ever it was: he loveth 
God, Chriſt, and his people, with a vehement and an 
increaſing affection; he has more, than ever before, of 
the ſame mind in him which was in Chriſt Teſus—the 
fervour of his prayers keeps pace with the height of his 
attainments; the more he is acquainted with the influ- 
ence of the croſs of Chriſt, the more he prays that he 
may know him, and the power of his reſurrection, and 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings; being made conform- 
able to his death, if by any means he might attain to 
a ſtate near akin to that of the reſurrection of the dead 
— he is very much in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long; the hours of it are made up of innocence and 
love, of duty and delight, of humility and gratitude— 
he endeavours to enjoy and preſerve that frame of mind 
in which he deſires to die—he is waiting for the com- 
ing of our Lord: Chriſt his © head is in heaven, his 
heart is in heaven, and he hopes to be ſoon there alſo:“ 
the time of his departure being at hand, he looks back 

on the region of ſervice and ſuffering, and ſays, I have 
fought a good fight; then forward to the land of triumph, 
with exultation, Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
never fading crown: in the death of Chriſt he ſees his 
victory over death; and with a mixture of holy reſig- 
nation and impatience, he cries, Come, Lord Jeſus, 
come quickly ... . . Here is the man, bis is the 
Chriſtian, who, without fear, may * the time of my de- 
parture is at hand, 

And now, at the cloſe py this deſcription, I requeſt 
the audience, eſpecially the people of God, to make 


the pauſe of a few ſeconds .-. . . that they may, in the 
D 2 \: ns moſt 
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moſt ferene and ſerious exerciſe of their A fo 


our concluding queſtions. Wes 
ARE YOU NOT CERTAIN THAT EVERY ONE or THE 


| LAST DESCRIPTION YOU HAVE HEARD Is PREPARED To 


on? prepared in a ſublime ſenſe ? | 

Havz NoT MANY OF GoD's PEOPLE ANSWERED TO 
THIS DESCRIPTION? It is little other than a portrait of 
David, Paul, and many of the ſaints—a portrair, to 
which regeneration gives the outline, progreſſive reli- 


gion the beautiful tints, and, ſooner or later, death and 
glory the finiſh. 


Can I, wiTH ANY COMFORT, THINK OF - DEATE, 
UNLESS I AM THUS PREPARED FOR ir? Let me review 
the character which has been given of the believer who 
is ready for death and glory; and when I have done 


fo let me inquire if there be ãny part of it unneceſſary 


or undefirable. Were this my dying day, ſhould I not 
wiſh my heart to be a copy of this full length picture? 


Should I not with my houſe in order, my heart in or- 


der, the Chriſtian tempers all in exerciſe, my proſpects 
clear, death under my feet, the forerunner beckoning 
me to the ſkies, and myſelf all ready to clap my wings 
and be gone from this heaven to another? O what a 
bliſs would this be—but what grace is neceſfary for 
ſuch a departure! it is to be had—this is the exit in 
which the bitterneſs of death is-paſt: but how unable 
am I thus to prepare myſelf! O chou, in whoſe hands 
our hearts are, hear the univerſal prayer! 


Prepare me, Lord, for thy right hand, 
Then come the joyful dar; 
Tome, death, and ſome celeſtial band, 
Io bear 2 ſoul away. 


But 
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But it is high time that I ſhould draw towards a 
concluſion, by faying a few things * in reference to our 
worth friend, whoſe deceaſe occaſioned Fig diſcourle. 


"Tan 3 John Ryland deſcended from a reſpect-· 
able family of yeomen, who, it is ſaid, Were eminent 
for piety, His grandfather was John Ryland, of Hin- 
tan on the Green, in Warwickſhire, a member of the 
Baptiſt church at Aulceſter: his father was Joſeph 
Ryland of Lower Ditchford, in Glouceſterſhire, near 
Stow in the Wold, who married Freelove Collett, a 
moſt excellent, religious woman, of the family of the 
Colletts of Slaughter, near Bourton on the Water, 
Our Mr. Ryland was born October 12, 1723. He 
was a youth proverbially gay, and ſpent the firſt of his 
days in folly and fin; but in the Spring of the year 
1741, the Lord was pleaſed to meet with him in 
mercy, at A time of general awakening in the Baptiſt 
congregation at Bourton, then, and yet, under the paſ- 
toral care of the Rev. Benj. Beddome, M. A. when 


about forty perſons were under divine drawings at the 


fame time. Mr. Beddome baptized him, October 2, 
1741, received him into the church, and gradually 
led him forward to the work of the miniſtry, with the 
foſtering hand of a wiſe and kind parent; laying a plan, 


_ ® Several things in this account of Mr. Ryland are here added, 
which were not delivered at Northampton nor in London: they 
are, nevertheleſs, but few, when compared with what might have 
been mentioned others, perhaps, will appear in the next part of 
the Baptiſt Annual n in February 1793, if nothing unfore- 
ſeen prevents, 


D 3 without 
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without his knowledge, for his going through a courſe 
of academical ſtudies in the Baptiſt Seminary ar Briſtol, 
then under the Preſidency of the reverend and learned 
Bernard Foſkett. When the intention was fully made 
known to Mr. Ryland, he felt an unuſual degree of 
concern and diſtreſs; as the diary he then kept, and for 
ſome years after, ſufficiently evinces. As ſoon as he 
got to Briſtol, having previouſly contracted a love of 
order and regularity in ſtudy, he began to lay out his 
plans with great preciſion (perhaps they were the plans 
of education then adopted in the academy); however, 

che arrangements were ſuch, as might have led us to 
expect that he would have been, what ſome people 
call, a martyr to method: and it was this, no doubt, 
which prepared him the better, in after years, to break 
the bounds, and throw off the trammels; which he was 
Capable of doing to very great advantage. His fellow 
ſtudents were few in number; for the providence of 
God had allotted the honour of the preſent enlarged 
ſtate of the academy, to the late Rev. Meſſrs. Hugh 
and Caleb Evans; whoſe praiſe will long be in the 
churches. But the pupils of that day were not ſo much 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſmallneſs of their number, as by 
their piety and diligence. Students of the ſame claſs 
did not commonly enter on claſs books of any note, till 
they had ſer apart time for prayer; and this the diary 
before me particularly inſtances in the caſe of Mr. 
Ryland, and Mr. Day the late invaluable paſtor of the 
Baptiſt church at \\ cllington “; though Mr. Day, at 


An account of this excellent minifter may be ſeen in the Bap- 


that 


tiſt Reg ſter, No. 4, p. 260. 
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that time, was his ſenior in philoſophy: Under Mr. 
Foſkett, no trifling excuſes for non- application to buſi- 
neſs were admiſſible; and had they been, the diligence 
of our friend would have ſaved him from the diſgrace 
of making them. From the beginning of his career to 
its cloſe, it might eminently have been faid of him, 
quicquid agit,. valde agit; though the. motto he recom- 
mended to others was, feſtina lente, i. e.“ make haſte 
Nowly” . . . © on-ſlow*.” And if it be proper to form a 
judgment from his records of each day's employment, I 
think it may be ſaid, that he was a Student, not flothfil 
in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord, While 
purſuing his ſtudies, he viſited the church at Bourton; 
and was called to the work of the miniſtry on May 2, 
1746, after delivering a ſermon on 1 Cor. ix. 6, for- 
mer part, For thou gh IT preach the Goſpel, I have nothing 
70 glory. He entitled this diſcourſe, © The Chriſtian 
preacher's honourable employment, and humble ac- 
knowledgment.” His diary concerning this tranſac- 
tion runs thus: © This day we had a church meeting 
at eleven, for preparation before the Lord's Supper; 
and for the ſolemn calling me, poor, wicked, worthleſs 
me, to the important work of the miniſtry: at two, 1 
preached from 1 Cor. ix. 16, I bleſs God for ſome 
degree of liberty, both in prayer and preaching— 
though ſeveral defects and blunders Lord, pity me! I 
am leſs than nothing, and very vanity,” This begin- 
ning was no unfavourable ſpecimen of what fol- 
lowed, on which it would be very ealy to en- 


ha Referring to the Arms of Lord Onſlow, 


D 4. ed large. 
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large . His diary of 1744-1747) &c. oontans many 
truly ſerious and mae, things: 1 will ſelect one 


2. 2 It may: gratify fome of the friends of Mr. Ryland, 5 be edi- 7 
fying to ſerious ſtudents in divinity, to read the laſt page of his Adi. 
wer/aria, No. 2. 1746, of which the following 1 is an exact copy. 


My firft | gear 5 Sermons, 1746. Compęſed and preached e 
January 17, to December 31. | 
1. The young man's ways cleanſed, by the word of God. 
Pal. cxix. 9. January. | 
II. Encouragements to ſeekers. Mat. vi, 2 3 
III. Of preparing the heart. Job xi. 13. January. x 
IV. The Prophet's humble confeſſion. Jer. E ebruary. | 
V. God the ſupreme teacher. Job xxxvi. 22 February. 
VI. God's great deſign in the Goſpel. 1 Cor. i. 29. February. 
VII. Chriſt the bread of life. John vi. 48. February. 
VIII. Chriſt our life, &c. Col. iii. 4. March. 4 
IX. God's regard for our firſt love. Jer. ii. 2. March and 
April. | 
X. The Chriſtian pre ber s honourable lptoymen and 
humble acknowledgment. 1 Cor. ix. 16. May 2d. 
XI. The righteous man's joy in God. Pſal. xxxii. 11. May 18, 
XII. Thankſgiving and praiſe. Heb. xiii. 15. June 10. 
XIII. Harveſt ſermon. Ruth ii. 4. Auguſt 23, 
XIV. A charge againſt all ſinners, Dan. v. 23. mY and 
September. | 
XV. Religious converſation. Mal. iii. 16. October and Nov. 
XVI. Britiſh Ebenezer. 1 Sam. vii. 12. November 5s, 
XVII. Chriſt our Lord and Maſter. John xiv. 13. November. 
XVIII. Encouragement to the righteous, Prov. x. 24. November. 
XIX. God the Father of his people. John xx. 17. November. 
XX, God's care a remedy againſt our anxious cares. 1 Fet. v. 7. 
| December. 
XxI. God the watchful preſerver of his rk. Pſal. xxxiii. 
18, 19. December 28. 
XXII. Chriſt our friend. Solomon's Song v. 16. Preached on 
Chhriſtmas day, December 25, 1746. 
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from the reſt, becauſe it is a key, opening to us the 
reaſons of ſome of his after ſtudies, and publications, 
In the beginning of one year, 1744, he thus writes; 
« Now in the depths of darkneſs, uncertain about the 
| exiſtence of a God, and the immortality of my own 
ſoul:“ and in the cloſe and review of another, thus, 
« On my part . . . . perplexing doubts concerning the 
immenſity oz omnipreſence of God, have grieved me 
exceedingly.” This made him cry out and complain, 
as he often did, O the infidelity and atheiſm of my 
heart!” Bur in this diſtreſs, he was determined to uſe 
the means of information; - and while he walked in 
darkneſs, and, as to his own apprehenſion, had uo light, 
he came to the extraordinary reſolution, 08, which the 
following 1 is a COPY. 


* June 25, Evening 10, 1744. Et. 20 years, 

| 8 months, 2 days. 
If there is ever a God in heaven or earth, I vow 
and proteſt in his ſtrength, or that, God permitting 
me, I'll find him out; and I'll know whether he loves 
or 3 me; or I'll die and periſh, ſoul and W 


the purſuit and ſearch. 
Witneſs, Joun COLLET has 


Theſe exerciſes of mind muſt have been excruciat- 
ing, but they were the inſtruments of leading him to 
ſtudy the atheiſtical and deiſtical controverſies; and but 
for this diſtreſs, it is probable the public would never 
have ſeen his CONTEMPLATIONS on the exiſtence and por- 
feckions of God—the immortality of the ſoul —tbe ä 
tion of the 8 &c. 

Aſter 


| * 
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Aſter he had preached to the church at Warwick 
many times occaſionally, on September 21, 1 746, they 
” unanimouſly gave him an invitation to ſtay with them 
twelve months; but he was not ordained over them 
till the 26th of July, 1750. tha that occaſion, Mr. 


Brine of London gave him the 
am from 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. . 
He removed to en in the October of 
1759—4 time when the church was in a low condition. 
Here the God of Zion was with him; ſo that on the 
return of his birth-day, October 23, 1766, he thus 
writes, © In the ſeven years which I have been at 
Northampton, God has remarkably bleſſed my imper- 
fect labours for the converſion and comfort of immor- 
tal ſouls, | | | 
Men added to the church in ſeven years - 42 
Women in the ſame tine 506 
+ Gracious ſouls not yet added, —_—_ 8 


"Glory be to Chriſt that J have not lived and preach- 
ed wholly in vain.” The divine bleſſing ſo attended 
his labours, and thoſe alſo of his fon, in the miniſtry, 
that in 1775, his place of worſhip was enlarged: well 
do we remember his indefatigable zeal in collecting to- 
wards the expences, and our peculiar pleaſure on the 
day when the meeting-houſe was opened. | 

His ſchool was a bleſſing to Northampton, with its 
ho; and our towns, our pulpits, and the 
- bar, ahi been cee to it *. 

1 What this ſchool was capable of performing, may be ſeen by 


zanother extract from Mr. Ryland's papers, dated Auguſt 28, 1764, 
when 
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His acquaintance with learned men was conſiderable ; 
and having trod the circle of ſcience, he was generally 
at home whatever branch of it was the topic of conver- 
ſation. Among the correſpondents, who will always 
redound to his honour, muſt be mentioned the immor- 
tal Rev. James Hervey, of Weſton-Favel, whoſe life, 
with ſixty-five original letters from him, Mr. Ryland 
has printed in an 8vo volume of above 400 pages; to 
which is prefixed a real likeneſs of Mr. Hervey. - This 
was the laſt of our friend's publications, I think, ws 
he lived to ſee quite through the preſs. 
The College at Providence in Rhode Iſland, created 


when Mr. Fer GuUSON was in Northampton, reading a gk» of 
lectures on experimental philoſophy. 

* From this epoch, I date the true time of my ſon Jos x's be- 
ginning to uſe the mechanic powers with ſenſe and pleaſure, 'as 
his real initiation into this glorious ſcience, in all its branches, O 
what might be done by ſchoolmaſters of ſkill and ſpirit! _ 

Jon x is now eleven years and ſeven months old; he has read 
| Geneſis in Hebrew five times through; he read through the Greek 
Teſtament before nine years old, He can read Horace and Virgil, 
He has read through Telemachus in French! He has read through 
Pope's Homer, in eleven volumes; read Dryden's Virgil, in three 
volumes. He has read Rollin's ancient hiſtory, ten volumes 8v0. 
And he knows the Pagan mythology ſurpriſingly. * 

Tbeſe lines were never intended to be ſeen in public; but for 
copying them I make no apology to any one, unleſs it ſhould- be 
thought, that the man of modeſt merit, to whom they relate, might 
expect one in this caſe, his conſciouſneſs of the truth of the fact 
related, and the aſſurance I give, that he has had no hand at all in 
drawing up any part of this account of bis departed father, will, T 
hope, ſuffice; if not, this note, with ary other lines which be:ong 
to an expurgatory index, may be omitted in another SON ol this 

ermon, if it ever ſhould be alled or, 
fon on , & 0 | f nüt 
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him A. M. in the year 1769“; but we have ſufficient 
reaſon to ſay that he was never half ſo fond of receiving 05 
literary honours for himſelf as he was of procuring 
them for others; and this he did not only for different 
learned and evangelical miniſters of his own denomi- 
nation, but for ſeveral other of our brethren in the in- 
dependent and epiſcopal perſuaſions f. 

No one was a more hearty friend to the principles of 
che Revolution in this country in 1688; and to the 
civil and religious rights of the whole race of man, than 
himſelf: he conſidered Liberty as the Maſter-Bee in 
the hive of human Society; of which he gave decided 
and unequivocal proofs. 
As a companion he kept the ſocial circle le Hiſtory, 
Geography, Anecdote I, Scripture Criticiſms, Sayings | 
of great men, with the- Biography and writings of the 


* He 8 the late Dr. Evans, were, if I miſtake not, the two 
firſt Engliſh paſtors thus * by that e in 
1769. 
F Hence, in the printed catalogue of graduates of Rhode Iſland 
college, are the names of the Rev. Henry Foſter, A. M. Rev. Wil- 
liam Hextall (of Northampton, I ſuppoſe), Rev. Auguſtus Top- 
lady, A. M. and Rev. John Newton, A. M. Mr. Newton has fence 
been created D. D. by the Princeton college ; New Jerſey, on September 
28, 1791. 

+ A beautiful ſelection of theſe anecdotes is juſt iſſuing from the 
preſs, and will be publiſhed in a few days, in a ſmall ſize volume, 
Price 1s. 6d, entitled, © Sele Eſays on the Moral Virtues, and on 
Genius, Science, and Taſte, interſperſed with STRIKING FACTS; 
deſigned to lead the Britiſh youth into the þeſt methods of ſtudy, 
and the moſt eaſy attainment of knowledge: being the laſt work of 
the author's life, in the 69th year af age. By the late Rev. 
Jonx RxTLAN D, A. M.“ 


Of moſt 
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moſt eminent divines, were ſome of the ſources from 


which. he communicated pleaſure and improvement, 
in an endleſs variety, to his friends—and theſe were not 


caſily numbered. 
It is well known that he was a man of reading; but 
many readers themſelyes, were they to ſee his Diary 


his Adverfatia, and other MSS. would be aſtoniſhed 


at the number of authors he went through; perhaps it 


may be affirmed with truth, that there are but few 


books, either in the liberal arts or in theology, deſerving 
of regard, with which he had not acquainted himſelf. 


His chief acquiſitions of this ſort were made through | 


early riſing. For a great many years he rofe very 
early, winter and ſummer, and employed the chief part 
of the morning from four till ſeven in reading; but he 
began the day with reading of the ſeriptures. This prac- 
tice he recommended in private and public to his fel- 


low Chriſtians, and to his brethren in the miniſtry. 


At the experience meeting of the miniſters, when the 


aſſociation met at Kettering in the year 1781, the chief 


thing he related was the advantage he had found in be- 


ginning with the ſcriptures the very firſt thing in the 
morning,—He uſed to fay, that if he omitted it at any 
time he found a ſenſible difference in the frame of his 
mind all that day. Thus by reading of the W | 


he was mighty in the ſcriptures. 


As a Chriſtian he was very devotional; ſhort, but 
oſten in private prayer: he generally engaged three or 


four, and frequently five or fix, times à day. 


His public prayers too often partook rather of the 
nature of preaching than prayer, and ſeemed to be little 


ſermons; 
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ſermons; but when he properly. entered into this part 
of the divine ſervice, he was a wreſtler indeed; 185 


He ſtorm'd the gates of heaven by fervent pray r, 
And ee forth triumph out of man's deſpair. 
3 0 Dx. Youxc. 


One W of this ſort at an aſſociation will long be 
remembered; and ſeveral will never be forgotten, by the 
congregation among which I labour. 

As a miniſter of the Gofpel the doctrines of Grace, 
commonly called the orthodox ſyſtem, lay near his 
heart. In the pulpit he was lively and zealous; gene- 
rally animated, ſometimes collected, and often ſublime 
beyond all deſcription. Now and then we have ſeen 
him enter our garden with gentle ſtep, touch the ſenſi- 
tive plant, and all its foliage has been folded; but more 
commonly he roſe upon our aſſemblies imperceptibly 
ke the Sun, till ar length, in the full career of great- 
nefs, he poured meridian light and heat all around him. 

His ſtyle was as much his own as his features, and 
what is was ar any time defective of Grace, it generally 
poſſeſſed in Grandeur. 

Ir is well known that he was what 1s commonly 
called, A mixed communion Baptiſt; that is, a Baptiſt ad- 
mitting other good men to the Lord's table, though, in 
His opinion, they are unbaptized. The ſermons which 
he preached on that ordinance were moſtly inſtructive, 
conciliatory, and perſuaſive; and it is thought that he 
never ſhone more than at the adminiſtration of it— 
which at Northampton was always done in the river. 
His love to the ſeveral denominations of good men 


Was 
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Was ardent. Baptiſts, Independents, Methodiſts, 2 
Epiſcopalians, galt of candour, but he, exerciſed it: 


there ever was a man who cordially ſaid, Grace be = 
all them who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in meerivy, the | 


man of whom we ſpeak was ne. 
Few of God's people have experienced more fpiri- 
tual conflict than he. In the 42d volume of his MSS; 
part of which is written on the force and fraud of the 
devil, he has given numerous proofs of Satanic agency, 
and recorded many horrid temptations with which he has 
been buffetted in the courſe of his miniſtry; "ſome of 
them ſo late as the year 1788: but it is pleaſing to read 
his concluding accounts of almoſt every one of them 
of one and another he thus writes, © Conquered by 
prayer to Chriſt“ — Blefſed be Chriſt I was victori- 
ous”—<© Attacks with violence, but God my Saviour 
gave me, victory over them all”—< Ovyercame by 
Chriſt's giving me reſolution” —< A violent aſſault, . as 
uſual conquered by praying to Chriſt.” He conſidered 
that our Lord was tempted in all points as we are 
hence he gſualiy prayed to Chriſt in his extremity, and 


uſually conquered: ſee, Chnitians, the high road to 


victory 
Here I think it right to obſerve, that the natural 


warmth of his temper ſometimes hurried him into in- 


diſcretions, which were the fruitful ſources of after ſor- 
row to him; and far be it from any of us to attempt to 
juſtify what he himſelf fo heartily criminated; yet 1 
preſume to ſay, 0 
Defects through nature's beſt 1 run, 
| Our friend had Spots, and Spots are in the San. 
1 en And 
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And defects, in ſuch a man as he was, muſt be ſeen, 
It has been remarked by. one of the Puritans, I think, 
„ nk eee 


ſtain in ruſſet. 
In the year 1786, when he removed from North. 


ampton, this luminary, which had emitted ſo much 
light to the region of his connexions, was clouded . . . 
on which J make but one remark; it is this, If the Sun 
is eclipſed one day, it attracts more attention than the 
ſhining of it for ForTY YEaRs. 
His ſchool, reſpectable as it was at Wenden 5 
obtained, it ſeems, additional repute at Enfield; which, 
it is probable, would have increaſed, had not the infir- 
mities of old age fo rapidly advanced on him. He 
filled his ſtation, however, with a yigour far ſurpaſſing 
what is commonly ſeen in a perſon at his time of life, 
kill the month of laſt December, when a general debility 
of frame took place, after which he could not well go 
from one room to another without being led—but he 
would not be detained from family prayer with the 

ſcholars, in which he was remarkably punctual and zea- 
lous: and in the laſt weeks of his life he was extraordi- 
narily attentive to the ſouls of his ſervants, and fre- 

quently heard them fay by heart the 34th Pſalm. 
Through his whole languor he was kept from com- 
plaining; and in general, to uſe his own words, he was 
« yery happy in God.” In one of the laſt ſermons he 
preached among his much loved friends at Carter Lane, 
with great firmneſs, and in a manner highly pleaſing; 

to many who were preſent, he faid concerning dying, 
that the time when, the place where, and'the manner 
| how, 
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how, were very indifferent to him.” And for more than 


a year before he died, if any one met him and aſked 
him how he did, his moſt common anſwer was, 1 
am 'going to Chriſt.” Some of his laſt days were his 
| beſt days: while the Lord was taking down the Taber- 
nacle of nature, 'he was building up the Temple of 
Grace. In my laſt converſation with him, when moſt 
of his friends thought he was near his home, he ſaid, 
<« I am ſafe and happy—Chrift hath cut me down in 
my own righteouſneſs; he has laid me open in my own 
guilt; and hath helped me to put my neck under his 
whole yoke.” Some of the laſt things he read, were a 
tranflation of Dr. Owen on Divine Juſtice, which con- 


tains remarks by his own pen as late as Lord's day, 


July 8th; and his dear ſon's circular letter, addreſſed to 
the laſt Northamptenſhire Aſſociation n Godly Zeal; 
a little piece with which he was very much pleaſed. 
The nearer he approached the grave, the more ſerene 
and comfortable he was in his foul. Thoſe who were 
round about him ſay that, for ſix months before he died, 
he diſcovered the moſt perfect ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will they ever faw.—He very ſeldom felt any pain. A 
few days before his death he had a preſentiment of it, 
and ſaid he ſhould not live over Tueſday. And now his 
laſt Lord's day came. Then to one of his dear friends he 

ſaid, We have been in heaven together already twelve 
years, I mean in the church.” Parting with ſeveral 
others he ſaid, © Farewel, farewel, farewel, till we meet 
in eternity.” , On the morning of the day he died, he 
faid to his invaluable friend Mrs. Dupont, and others, 
* May God purify our natures—ſet our hearts right 
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with him—and wrap us up in the love of God” . , . , 
«TI am ready to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 3 
far better.” To one of his uſhers “ he ſpake much 

about the neceſſity and comfort of heart-unica to Chriſt: 
and when he aſked the dying faint the frame of his 


mind, he cried out, Hayey! rayey! Hayy! O WHAT 


EASE OF Body! O WHAT EASE OF sou! tender- 
ly committing him to the love of Chriſt; and but a 
few moments before he expired, he exhorted another 
of his uſhers F to pray; affectionately giving him his 
bleſſing; and then ſweetly fell aſleep in Jeſus on Tueſ- 
day Evening, fix o'clock, July 24, 1792, in the 6gth 
year of his age—not indeed expreſſing himſelf in the 


words which he intended for his dying moment, but 


evidently experiencing the truth of them“ Chrift is 
Jzaovan Gop, my rogiveonfuefs and ſtrength.” 

And now, perhaps, it is expected that I ſhould ad- 
dreſs the members of the Church, who for about 25 
years were favoured with the labours of our venerable 
friend; and drop a word to the bereaved family, a 
word of conſolation, or of exhortation;—but it is the 
leſs neceſſary for me to addreſs this ſociety, as one of 
their paſtors is yet alive: the father is dead, but, bleſſed 
be God! the ſon liveth—may divine wiſdom direct his 
way, and every benediction of God crown his life !—. 
Had I any thing intereſting to ſay to him, from our 
long intimacy, I am welcome. to fay it in private: I 
ſhall therefore only beſcech you all—the church and the 
family, the congregation and neighbourhood, to follow 
the dear deceaſed ſo far as he followed our Lord Jeſus 


Mr. William Newman. 1 Mr. Hunt. 
Chriſt; 
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Chriſt; remembering that the time of your departure ĩs 


certainly at hand. May heaven follow with a bleſſing 
what a have heard. Amen. 


I 


——ů— 
ADDEN DA. 


Of late it was Mr. Ryland's own deſire to be bu- 
ried in Bunhill-fields, London, where, among many 
others whoſe memories were dear to him, are inter- 

red the three great Johns, as he uſed to call them. 

John Owen, John Gill, and John Brine. His vene- 
ration of Dr. Owen is univerſally known —he has 
ſometimes called him © the Prince of all Divines.“ He 
was intimately acquainted with Dr. Gill, and had a vaſt 
affection for him but on the whole, if poſſible, he was 
yet fonder of Mr. Brine who gave him the charge at 
his ordination, and with whom he always communed 


at the Lord's table * whenever he was in London. On 


theſe accounts he wiſhed to be buried between Mr. 
Brine, and his predeceſſor Mr. Skepp; who lie not far 
from the great path which leads into the New Ground, 
as it is called. But his beſt friends were deſirous that 
his remains ſhould be carried to Northampton, and de- 
poſited in the family grave, in the Meeting Houle 
where he had ſo ſucceſsfully laboured. Accordingly 
the corpſe, which was removed from Enfield on the 
preceding day, arrived at Northampton Lord's day af- 
ternoon, ſoon enough for the evening ſervice:—the cof- 


* Mr. Ryland was for mixed communion; Mr. Brine and his 
church for fri communion. 
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fin was hid on the table, in the table pew; ſervice 
Vas conducted in the uſual method; and at the cloſe of 
the foregoing diſcourſe, the body was depoſited in the 
- ilent tomb—and then the miniſter, remaining in the 
pulpit, as he had alſo done during the time of the in- 
terment, ſpake two or three brd to the following 
purpole— - - 
_Afﬀeer a long day the Sun is et, . it ſhall 271 again 
at the reſurrection of the juſt, and ſhine for ever we 
now take an affectionate leave of the dear old man. 
our friend, and father; God grant that when we come 
to die, our defects may be as few as his, and our Chriſ- 
tian virtues half as many. Amen. 
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